A pigment is a material that changes the color of reflected
or transmitted light by absorbing specific colors. Most
metals in their elemental state are gray, but when they

react with other elements the colors they absorb change.

Historically, many inorganic pigments were\
created from large quantities of organisms,
minerals and toxic metal oxides for use in
painting. Modern pigments are typically
synthesized from less harmful metals and
serve a diverse array of purposes such as fire
retardants, anti-corrosive coatings, and
magnets for memory storage. J

For example, elemental iron is a metallic gray, but when
reacted with oxygen it forms rust which is red/brown.
Rust is not usually thought of a pigment today, but it was
one of the first pigments used by humans.
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Modern pigments have greater functions beyond
color, such as acting as fire retardants,

anti-corrosive coatings, magnets and more. Zinc
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